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In a decade defined by fake news, nations have weaponized disinformation to
disrupt political, legal, and social systems throughout the world. Specifically,
in recent years, government leaders have utilized this disinformation against
the International Criminal Court (“ICC”) in efforts to deter investigations
and prosecutions in politically controversial cases. By focusing on two
ongoing examples of disinformation warfare against the ICC by the United
States and Israel—two nations currently under investigation by the ICC
Prosecutor—this presentation will examine the potentially devastating
consequences of disinformation on international criminal law and will
identify workable solutions for how the ICC can continue to successfully
progress in an era of fake news.

Sara L. Ochs is an Assistant
Professor of Law at the
University of Louisville, Louis
D. Brandeis School of Law.

Her scholarly research focuses
predominantly on the prosecution of
mass atrocities before international
and hybrid courts and the use of
transitional justice mechanisms in
post-conflict and settler societies.
She has presented her work on these
topics at numerous conferences
throughout the United States and
the United Kingdom.

Professor Ochs earned her juris doctor summa cum laude from Loyola
University New Orleans College of Law, where she served as an editor of
the Loyola Law Review and a member of the law school’s Willem C. Vis
International Commercial Arbitration Moot Team. Following graduation,
she clerked for the Honorable Carl J. Barbier on the U.S. District Court
for the Eastern District of Louisiana. She then practiced civil litigation

at Simon Peragine Smith & Redfearn, LLP and subsequently at Akerman
LLP in New Orleans.

Professor Ochs serves as the Co-Chair of the ABA Section of
International Law’s International Courts & Judicial Affairs Committee, as
well as an advisory board member and newsletter editor of the American
Society of International Law’s International Courts & Tribunals Interest
Group. She also serves as a volunteer International Humanitarian Law
Instructor for the American Red Cross and is a certified Trial Monitor
with the Clooney Foundation for Justice.
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