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CURRICULUM VITAE  
Carissa van den Berk-Clark, PhD, MSW 

 
Last Update:  November 1, 2017 

 
ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS: 

Department main address:  Department of Family and Community Medicine  
Saint Louis University School of Medicine 

     1402 S. Grand Blvd. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63104 
 

Current laboratory and offices: Department of Family and Community Medicine  
Saint Louis University School of Medicine 

     1402 S. Grand Blvd. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63104 

     (314) 977-4840; FAX (314) 977-5268 
     email: cvanden1@slu.edu  
 
 
PRESENT POSITION:  Assistant Professor, St. Louis University Department of Family and  
     Community Medicine 
 
EDUCATION: 
 
1991-1996 B.S., Developmental Psychology, University of Minnesota 
  Thesis:  Child Runaways and Children of the Streets: National and International Trends 
  Minneapolis, MN USA 
1999-2000 B.S. Computer Science, Drexel University (not completed) 
  Philadelphia, PA USA 
2002-2005 M.S. Legal Analysis, Webster University 
  Thesis: A Critical Analysis of Corporate Constitutional Rights 
  St. Louis, MO USA 
2005-2008 M.S.W. Social Work, Washington University (certificate Research Specialization) 

Thesis:  Risk Factors and Buffers for Negative Child Outcomes in Families with Incarcerated 
Fathers 

  St. Louis, MO USA 
2008-2012 Ph.D. Social Welfare Policy, University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) 
  Dissertation: Property Manager Discretion in Permanent Supportive Housing 

Committee Members:  Yeheskel (Zeke) Hasenfeld (Chair), Ralph Emerson, Stuart Kirk, A.E. 
(Ted) Benjamin  

  Los Angeles, CA USA 
 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS/EMPLOYMENT: 
 
1999-2000 Lab Assistant, School of Engineering, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA.  Projects 

related to organizing meetings for the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers and 
Sunfest Program and literature reviews of quantum electrodynamics. (PI: Ralph Showers) 

 
2004-2005 Research Assistant, Department of Applied Educational Psychology, Webster University, St. 

Louis, Missouri.  Project related to coding of qualitative data editing manuscript for a book titled, 
“The Thoughts of Youth:  An International Perspective on Adolescents’ Ideal Persons.” NY: 
Information Age Publishing. (PI: Deborah Stiles) 
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2005-2006 Research Assistant, Department of Political Science, Washington University, St. Louis.  Project 
related to confirmation politics and legitimacy of the US Supreme Court. (PI: James Gibson) 

 
2005-2006 Research Assistant, School of Social Work, Washington University, St. Louis.  Project related to 

collectivism and private ownership in Africa. (PI: Carolyn Lesorogol) 
 
2006-2009 Research Assistant, School of Social Work, Washington University, St. Louis. Project related to 

Medicaid access among immigrants. (PI: Yunju Nam) 
 
2009-2012 Research Assistant, School of Public Affairs, Department of Social Welfare, University of 

California, Los Angeles.  Project related to permanent housing facilities in Los Angeles’ Skid 
Row. (PI: Yeheskel (Zeke) Hasenfeld) 

 
2011-2012 Health Services Administrator, Veterans Administration, Los Angeles, CA.  Project related to 

homeless veterans. (PI: James McGuire) 
 
2011-2012 Consultant, Public Counsel, Los Angeles, CA.  Project related to evaluating Skid Row Legal 

Clinic.  
 
2012-2015 NIDA T32 Postdoctoral Scholar, Washington University School of Medicine, Department of 

Psychiatry, St. Louis, MO. (PI: Rumi Kato Price) 
 
2012-present Health Science Specialist (Work without Compensation), Department of Veteran Affairs 

Research and Development Service, St. Louis, MO. (PI: Jeffrey Scherrer, Rumi Kato Price) 
 
2013-2015 Consultant, Organize Missouri and the City of St. Louis.  Project related to evaluation of 

implementation of participatory budgeting practices.  
 
2015-present Assistant Professor, St. Louis University, Department of Family and Community Medicine.  
 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS: 
 
2005 E.F. Schuemaker Fellow, Washington University, St. Louis, MO 
2007 Ameren UE Stipend Award for Outstanding Work, Washington University, St. Louis, MO 
2008-2010 UCLA University Fellowship 
2008 UCLA Chancellor’s Fellowship 
2009 UCLA Summer Mentorship Fellowship 
2010-2011 Leon & Toby Gold Fellowship 
2010-2011 Lorenz Endowed Fellowship 
2010  Interdisciplinary Social Science Travel Fellowship 
2013 American Psychopathological Association Travel Fellowship 
 
EDITORIAL RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
2012 Reviewer (ad-hoc), American Journal of Public Health 
2013 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Gerontology 
2014 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Medical Care 
2014 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Journal of Gerontological Social Work 
2014-2015 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Housing Policy Debate 
2015-present Reviewer (ad-hoc), Psychological Medicine 
2015 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Drug and Alcohol Dependence 
2015 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Family Practice 
2015 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Plos One 
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2016 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Journal of Community Medicine 
2016 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Journal of Community Psychology 
2016-present Reviewer (ad-hoc), Journal of General Internal Medicine 
2016 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Psychiatric Services 
2017 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Journal of Interpersonal Violence 
2017  Review (ad-hoc), Family Physicians Inquiry Network 
2017  Reviewer (ad-hoc), American Journal of Managed Care 
2017  Reviewer (ad-hoc), BMC Health Services Research 
 
GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEES: 
 
2017 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Washington University Institute of Public Health  
2018 Reviewer (ad-hoc), Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
 
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES AND ORGANIZATIONS: 
 
2008-2009 National Association of Social Workers 
2008-2009 Missouri Association of Social Workers 
2010-2011 International Society of Third Sector Research 
2013-present College on Problems of Drug Dependence 
2014-present Society of Social Work and Research 
2015-present North American Primary Care Research Group 
2015-present Society of Teachers of Family Medicine 
 
CONSULTING RELATIONSHIPS AND BOARD MEMBERSHIPS: 
 
2011-2012 Consultant, Public Counsel, Los Angeles, CA.  Project related to evaluating Skid Row Benefit 

Clinic 
2010-present Advisory Board member – Community Arts and Movement Project, St. Louis, MO 
2013-2015 Consultant, Organize Missouri and the City of St. Louis.  Project related to evaluation of 

implementation of participatory budgeting practices 
2013-present Advisory Board member – Mary Meachum Freedom Crossing – Confluence Greenway, St. 

Louis, MO 
2014-present Advisory Committee member – Members in Training, College on Problems of Drug 

Dependence, Richmond, VA 
2015-present Research Scientist – Community Academic Partnership on Addiction – Washington University 

Brown School of Social Work, St. Louis, MO 
2015-present Consultant, Behavioral Health Network, St. Louis, MO.  Project related to evaluating text-

messaging program to facilitate treatment bed allocation for mentally ill youth 
2015-present Consultant, Integrated Health Program, St. Louis, MO.  Projects related to community care 

resource network outreach program, NCAP and Community Resource Coordinator program.  
2016-present Health Policy Working Group, Society of Teachers of Family Medicine 
2016-present Practice Based Research Network Working Group, North American Primary Care Research 

Group 
2015-present Program Director, Practice Based Research Network ARCHNet 
 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE WORK 
 
2015-present SLU Interprofessional Community & Economic Development Initiative for formerly Incarcerated 

Populations.   
2017-present  SLU IRB Board member 
 
RESEARCH SUPPORT 
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Governmental: 
 
2018-present Consultant, Genetic Counseling Service – Veterans Administration Startup Grants.  

Responsibilities:  Qualitative Data Analysis 
2017-present Consultant (15% effort). Patient Centered Outcomes Research Tier III Research Project.  

Responsibilities:  provide research expertise during patient stakeholder meetings, develop 
research proposal to be submitted to Federal grant mechanism.  

2016-2017 Consultant (5% effort). Patient Centered Outcomes Research Tier II Research Project.  
Responsibilities:  provide research expertise during patient stakeholder meetings, develop 
research questions for Tier III review.  

2016-present Co-investigator (5% effort) (ERS 20272).  HRSA Behavioral Health Workforce Education and 
Training. Title: Primary Care Training and Enhancement Program (PI: Jacobs).  
Responsibilities:  evaluate implementation of new integrated behavioral training program for 
medical family therapy doctoral students and family medicine residents.   

2015-present Co-investigator (24% effort).  HRSA Primary Care Training Centers (Practice Based Research 
Network) (PI: Schneider).  Responsibilities:  establish Practice Based Research Network at 
Saint Louis University which is focused on family medicine.   

2016-present Co-investigator (20% effort).  Research Project Grant (NIMH PA-13-302, R01, PI: Dr. Jeffrey 
Scherrer). Title: Effects of PTSD Treatment on Health Behavior, Cardiovascular and Metabolic 
Disease.  Responsibilities: IRB approvals, lead systematic review, participate in publication and 
dissemination efforts.  (submitted 10/16/2015) 

2012-2015 T32 Institutional Training Grant in Epidemiology, Services and Prevention Research (NIDA 
T32DA007313, PI: Dr. Rumi Price).  Responsibilities: underwent training in the areas of drug 
abuse, epidemiology, services and prevention, and developed scientific knowledge with clear 
application to practice and public policy. 

2013-2014 Co-Investigator (15% effort).  Family as a Total Package:  Restoring and Enhancing 
Psychological Health for Citizen Soldiers and Families (DOD W81XWH-11-2-0108, PI: Dr. Rumi 
Price).  Responsibilities: wrote progress reports, assessed data quality, analyzed data, 
interviewed and recruited participants and drafted manuscripts  

 
Non-Governmental: 
 
 
2006-2009 Graduate Research Assistant (10% effort).  Welfare Reform and Elderly Immigrants:  Public 

Assistance Eligibility Restrictions, Economic Wellbeing and Health.  Washington University 
Center for Aging Pilot Research Projects Grant (PI: Dr. Yunju Nam). Responsibilities: collected, 
analyzed and cleaned state administrative data, data through the Kaiser foundation, and US 
Census data.  Interviewed state officials, performed literature reviews, drafted manuscripts. 

2009-2012 Graduate Research Assistant (25% effort).  Organizational Boundaries in Permanent Supportive 
Housing.  University of California, Los Angeles Community Partnership Grant (PI: Yeheskel 
Hasenfeld) Responsibilities: collected ethnographic data (observation, individual and group 
interview), coding, data analysis, provided formal evaluation of multi-site organization which 
included 15 facilities and over 1000 affordable housing units for the homeless.  

2013-2014 Principle Investigator (50% effort).  Care Communities:  A Time Bank Program to Build 
Supportive Community Networks Among Women in Recovery (CUHRP1303).  Responsibilities: 
built collaborations with local agencies servicing groups with substance use issues, conducted 
focus groups, transcribed and analyzed qualitative data, wrote additional grant proposals  

2015-present Co-investigator (5% effort).  Parkway School District Youth Substance Use Community 
Assessment (Missouri Foundation for Health). Responsibilities: supervise research staff in 
completing evaluation of community collaboration efforts. 

2016-present Co-Principal Investigator (5% effort).(ERS 19895)  American Academy of Family Physicians.  
Responsibilities: IRB, provider focus groups, patient interviews, data analysis, manuscript 
preparation for feasibility study of trauma screening in primary care 
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PENDING RESEARCH PROPOSALS 
 
Non-Governmental: 
 
 
 
Governmental: 
 
2017 Principal Investigator (75% effort).  Mentored Research Scientist Development Award (K01, 

PAR-13-245, resubmission).  
2017 Co- Investigator (20% effort).  Strengthening the HIV-Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) Care 

Continuum through Behavioral Social and Implementation Science (NIDA PA-17-103, R21). 
Title: Investigating HIV/AIDS screening and PrEP care coordination through Implementation 
Science.  Responsibilities: IRB approvals, lead qualitative analysis, publication and 
dissemination efforts.  (submitted 9/7/2017, ERS: 21328) 

2017 Co- Investigator (15% effort).  Behavioral and Integartive Treatment Development Program 
(NIDA PA-16-073, R34). Title: A formalized and integrated clinical supervision platform to 
maximize substance use disorder treatment fidelity.  Responsibilities: IRB approvals, lead 
qualitative analysis, publication and dissemination efforts.  (submitted 7/10/2017, ERS: 21264) 

2017 Consultant (15% effort).  Cooperative Agreements to Implement Zero Suicide in Health 
Systems.  Subcontract with Katy Trail Community Health Organization with Sponsor SAMSHA 
HRSA Center for Integrated health Solutions (submitted 7/13/2017, ERS: 21281). 

 
 
UNFUNDED RESEARCH PROPOSALS 
 
Governmental: 
 
2015 Co-investigator (30% effort). Improving Delivery of HIV Prevention and Treatment through 

Implementation Science and Translational Research (NIDA PA-14-131, R01, PI: Dr. David 
Patterson). Title: HIV/STI Prevention in Real World Addiction Agencies serving African 
American Clients.  Responsibilities: IRB approvals, lead qualitative data collection and analysis, 
lead survey data collection and analysis, participate in publication and dissemination efforts.  
(submitted 12/24/2015) 

2015 Co-Principal Investigator (30% effort).  Secondary Analyses in Obesity, Diabetes and Digestive 
and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK PA-15-169, R21, Co-PI: Eric Westhaus). Title: Hot Spots of 
Disparity and Violence and the Trajectory of Diabetes.  Responsibilities:  IRB approvals, lead 
data collection and geocoding efforts, lead publication and dissemination efforts. (submitted 
10/16/2015) 

2014 Co-investigator (50% effort).  Women and Sex/Gender Differences in Drug and Alcohol 
Abuse/Dependence (NIDA PA-14-037, R03). Title: Sex differences in post-trauma substance 
use trajectories:  The protective role of helpseeking (NIDA T32DA007313, PI: Dr. Rumi Price).  
Responsibilities: IRB approvals, clean data, data analysis, lead publication and dissemination 
efforts. (submitted: 10-16-2014) 

2013 Co-Investigator (30% effort). Prevention and Health Promotion Interventions to Prevent Alcohol 
and Other Drug Abuse and Associated Physical and Psychological Health Problems in US 
Military Personnel, Veterans and Their Families (NIDA RFA-DA-13-013, R34).  Title: Group-
Motivational Interviewing (MI) Substance Abuse Prevention-Intervention Pilot Trail for the 
National Guard.  (DOD W81XWH-11-2-0108, PI: Dr. Rumi Price).  Responsibilities: conduct 
focus groups, refine MI based group prevention-intervention, assist in implementing overall 
study, lead qualitative analysis of focus group data during pilot phase of project, lead in some 
publication and dissemination efforts. (Submitted 3/31/2013.  Overall Merit Score: 2.2). 
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2013 Co-Investigator (70% effort).  Applied Research and Advanced Technology Development 
Psychological Health Award (Department of Defense W81XWH-13-MOMJPC5-ARATDPHA).  
Title:  Negotiation and Management of Family Life:  A National Guard Couple Follow-up Study 
(FAMPAC-C). Responsibilities: contribute to overall design and implementation of the study 
which involved the use of ecological momentary assessment (EMA) of couple interactions, 
coding of qualitative feedback on interactions by couples, dyadic statistical analysis, lead in 
some publication and dissemination efforts. (Submitted 4/24/2014) 

 
Non-Governmental: 
 
 
2016 Principle Investigator, (30% effort).  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Policies for Action:  

Policy and Law Research to Build a Culture of Health. Title: Implementing Social Security 
Disability Policy:  The Role of Primary Care Physician Discretion.  Responsibilities: interview 
subjects, data analysis, provide staff training and supervision at agency, lead publication and 
dissemination efforts. (Submitted 2/15/2016) 

2015 Principal Investigator, (30% effort).  Peter McManus Charitable Trust Grants for Research on 
Causes of Alcohol and other Drug Addiction.  Title:  The Role of Neighborhood Environments on 
Substance Use in African Americans Before the Age of 18 and Currently. Responsibilities: 
collect data, geocoding, data analysis, lead publication and dissemination efforts. (Submitted 
August 1, 2015) 

2015 Principle Investigator, (30% effort).  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation: Solutions for Low 
Resource Communities. Title: The Expansion of Community Resource Coordinators to Rural 
Critical Access Hospitals.  Responsibilities: interview subjects, data analysis, provide staff 
training and supervision at agency, lead publication and dissemination efforts. (Submitted 
October 1, 2015) 

2015 Principal Investigator (20% effort).  St. Louis Health Foundation Local Health Pilot Grants.  Title: 
Staying Strong:  Stigma Reduction for At-Risk African American Youth. Responsibilities: 
interview subjects, data analysis, provide staff training and supervision at agency, lead 
publication and dissemination efforts. (Submitted March 1, 2015) 

2014 Principle Investigator, (30% effort).  CALDAR Pilot Study Support Program for Emerging 
Investigators in Longitudinal Substance Abuse Research. Title: Caring Communities:  A 
Demonstration Alumni Program for Low-Income Women Graduating from Inpatient Treatment.  
Responsibilities: interview subjects, data analysis, provide staff training and supervision at 
agency, lead publication and dissemination efforts. (Submitted January 31, 2014, funding 
conditioned on matching program funding) 

 
 
SOCIAL SERVICES TITLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES/EMPLOYMENT 
 
1996-1997 Headstart Facility Manager, Human Development Corporation, St. Louis, MO.  Responsibilities:  

Taught low income children (ages 3-5) basic social interaction skills, language skills, cognitive 
skills and language development skills, supervise staff of 4, write reports of student progress.   

1996-1997 Crisis Counselor.  Women’s Crisis Line, St. Louis, MO.  Responsibilities:  Respond to crisis 
calls, counsel women in crisis for intimate partner violence and rape, give referrals 

2002-2004 Program Assistant.  Mentor St. Louis, St. Louis, MO.  Responsibilities: assisted program staff in 
running mentoring programs through the St. Louis Public Schools, recruited volunteers, assisted 
with volunteer training and mentorship activities, assisted with fundraising, assisted with 
program evaluation, etc. 

2002 Complaint Counselor.  ACLU. St. Louis, MO.  Responsibilities: screened civil liberties 
complaints (phone calls & letters), assisted complainants in resolving disputes, provided 
informational referrals and suggestions, conducted factual investigations and reviewed 
applicable regulations and statutes 
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2002-2003 Legal Intern.  Missouri Public Defender’s Office.  St. Louis, MO. Responsibilities: conducted 
client intake interviews, informational interviews and trial preparation interviews, prepared 
motions and other documents for clients, second seated trials, conducted legal research, 
located and interviewed potential witnesses, did crime scene investigations and drafted 
documents for submission to assigning/supervising attorney.    

2005-2006 Crisis Counselor.  Women’s Crisis Line, St. Louis, MO.  Responsibilities: supervised crisis 
workers, responded to intimate partner violence crisis events, counseled individuals 
experiencing intimate partner violence 

2005-2006 Social Work Clinical Volunteer.  Family Community Health Center, St. Louis, MO.  
Responsibilities: provided counseling and referrals to low income individuals accessing primary 
care services.  

2006-2007 Clinical Intern.  Salvation Army Harbor Light/Railton.  St. Louis, MO.  Responsibilities: individual 
and group counseling with focus on substance abuse, organizational capacity building 

2006-2008 Community Advocate/Organizer, Grace Hill Settlement House, St. Louis, MO.  Responsibilities: 
community and real estate development work related to development of a nationally recognized 
Underground Railroad museum (collaborated with local stakeholders to obtain land access), 
worked with the EPA, members of North St. Louis Community as well as local stakeholders to 
decrease toxins in local area through Idle Fee, community education and household cleaner 
campaigns. 

2007  Clinical Intern.  Queen of Peace.  St. Louis, MO.  Responsibilities: Individual and group 
counseling with focus on substance abuse, assisted in family therapy sessions, program 
development, grant writing 

2008  Policy Intern.  Catholic Charities, St. Louis, MO.  Responsibilities: Developed policy reports on 
poverty in St. Louis metropolitan region, worked with community members to expand Missouri 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund   

2010-2012 Outreach Coordinator.  Community Arts and Media Project, St. Louis, MO.  Responsibilities:  
Coordinated outreach, community relationships, volunteers and events.  Also helped with grant 
writing, capacity building and program development. 

 
TEACHING TITLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

2017 Lecture on Trauma and Discounting for Dr. Leonard Green’s Cognitive Behavioral Lab at 
Washington University, Department of Psychology. 

2016-present Literature and Trauma.  Independent Interdisciplinary Course (one-on-one student mentoring).  
Washington University, Interdisciplinary Project in the Humanities. 

2016-present MedFT Dissertation Committee: A study of Trauma Informed Care and Health Outcomes.  
Jacqueline Barnes (Proposal Stage) 

2016-present Black/White Differences in major chronic diseases.  Collaborating with medical student 
Raymond Okeke and medical family therapy student Jacqueline Barnes to complete 
manuscript. 

2015-present MedFT Dissertation Committee:  Actor-Partner Study of Religiosity and Marital Satisfaction. 
Justin Hannemann (Proposal Stage) 

2015-present MedFT Dissertation Committee:  Neighborhood Factors Related to Infant Health Outcomes.  
Rachel Hughes (Proposal Stage) 

2015-present Texting Research Project.  Collaborate with medical student Anjali Ranade and medical family 
therapy student Rachel Hughes on texting research project with Behavioral Health Network and 
BJC. 

2015 Labor of Love Research Project.  Collaborated with medical students (Carly Jacobs & Alishka 
Elliot) to produce research project which was presented at the 2015 Academy on Violence and 
Abuse Biannual Conference, Jacksonville, FL, November 5, 2015. 

2015-present Medical Home Systematic Review.  Collaborated with medical family therapy students (Rachel 
Hughes, Tyler Lawrence, Mayra Aragon) on systematic review of medical home programs. 

2015 QI Workshop.  MIST.  Department of Family and Community Medicine.  July 7, 2015. 
2015-present Journal Club.  Saint Louis University Belleville Family Medicine Residency.  Monthly. 
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2015 Lecture, Military Families.  Course:  Family Therapy, University of Missouri, Department of 
Social Work, October 1, 2015. 

2015 Lecture, Qualitative Methodology.  Course:  Research Methods, Saint Louis University, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine, March 12, 2015 and February 24, 2016.  

2015 Atlas Workshop.  MIST.  Department of Family and Community Medicine, March 3, 2015. 
1996-1997 Headstart teacher, Human Development Corporation, St. Louis, MO.  Responsibilities:  Taught  

low income children (ages 3-5) basic social interaction skills, language skills, cognitive skills and 
language development skills.  Promoted to facility manager.   

2001 English teacher, Transitions Abroad, Chiapas, Mexico.  Responsibilities:  Taught English to 
individuals 12 and older living in San Cristobal, Chiapas.  

2010 Teaching Assistant, Department of Social Welfare, University of California Los Angeles. 
(Course: Evidence Based Practice # SW280A) Responsibilities: Participated in class 
discussions, held office hours and graded papers.  Provided a lecture on evaluating qualitative 
studies.   

2011 Teaching Assistant, Department of Social Welfare, University of California Los Angeles. 
(Course: Social Welfare Policy # SWM221A, PPM260, UP241) Responsibilities:  Led class 
discussions, held office hours, graded papers, provided a lecture on social economies. 

2011 Teaching Assistant, Department of Social Welfare, University of California Los Angeles. 
(Course: Substance Abuse Interventions # SW231G) Responsibilities:  Trained students on 
motivational interviewing and stages of change theory, worked with student dyads on video 
project. 

2014 Field Instructor.  Washington University School of Social Work Responsibilities:  Supervised 
student in research project related to substance abuse among traumatized populations.  Taught 
student data analysis methods and Stata.   
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