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PRELIMINARY PROGRAM ASSESSMENT PLAN

Program Background

The Master of Science in Health Sciences (MSHS) was originally proposed in 2011 as an
accelerated one-year, 36-credit hour, research intensive program. At that time, a formal
assessment plan was not required for program approval. The program was designed for
students interested in a career in research andjor academia, as well as students seeking to
strengthen their academic packets for admission into graduate medical, health-related or other
professional programs. Due to a number of issues including administrative changes in the
Dean's office, the launch of the MSHS program was delayed until the fall of 2013. During this
time the program curriculum was evaluated and revised. A new fraditional Z-year completion
option was developed and approved. Thus, students entering into the program in the fall of
2013 had two completion options from which fo choose. The accelerated option was evaluated
at the end of the fall 2013 semester. Based on first semester experience and the varied
packgrounds of the students, it became clear that more faculty contact hours were needed in
order to achieve program goals related to student outcomes. As a result, only the two year

option is now available for entering students.

Current Program Description

Saint Louis University’s Master of Science in Health Sciences (MSHS) program is designed for
individuals with an undergraduate degree, preferably in a health sciences discipline. The
MSHS is a 36-credit hour degree program that will equip graduates with the tools and skills
necessary fo assume a variety of roles in health care that may involve teaching, administrative
responsibilities and critical inquiry, It is important to note that this program is not an MCAT
preparation course. Rather, the program is in alignment with the rigor expected of students in
graduate level professional programs. The program has the pofential to enhance applications
to such programs by way of exposure to directed research. Students will complete a significant

research project suitable for publication in a peer-reviewed journal, professional presentation



or scholarly equivalent by program completion. The ultimate goal of the program is to advance

students’ knowledge of health sciences fields and critical inquiry.

FProgram Goals

The purpose of the MSHS program is to.

Introduce students to rescarch methods applicable for the health sciences fields.

2. Equip studenis with the stafistical background necessary to perform health sciences
research.

3. Provide students with science-based philosophical issues and concepts for consideration.

4. Provide an environment for students to design and conduct health sciences rescarch under
the direction of a designated faculty mentor.

Give students the opportunity to critically evaluate the literature (with emphasis on journal

wl

articles).
6. Provide a suitable environment for students to present research concepts and projects to

their colleagues.

Historical and Current State of Program Asscssmenf

The MSHS core team (consisting of five faculty members and one administrative assistant) meet
(and continues to meet) every week to conduct an evaluation/assessment of all aspects of the
program including but not limited to. student progress, course content, other student issues,
course planning, applicant packets, and marketing strategies. Decisions are made as
appropriate and evaluated on a regular basis in this format. Mecting minutes are recorded with
identified action items assigned to team members as appropriate. Progress on action items is

reported, recorded in the meeting minutes, and monitored on a regular basis.

The team began conversations about participation in the university-wide request for key
assessment information in the fall 2013. A team meeting took place with Ms. Kathleen
Thatcher on March 19, 2014. Ms. Thatcher provided the team with an overview and
guidelines of the assessment process as well as reference documents. The MSHS Team is
currently in process of developing draft documents for review by Ms. Thatcher. The target
time line for the MSHS team fo generate a complete draft process for review is end of summer
2014.
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A preliminary draft document in the form of two grids that reflects (1) program learning
outcomes (descriptions of which are under development); (2) assessment methods; (3)

assessment resulfs; and (4) use of assessment data is attached.

SUBMITTED BY:

Elizabeth A. Gockel-Blessing, PhD, MLS{ASCP)™

Associate Dean for Graduate Education

interim Associate Dean for Student and Academic Affairs
Program Director| Master of Science in Health Sciences (MSHS)
Associate Professor | Biomedical Laboratory Science

Doisy College of Health Sciences

314.977.8691 ] eblessin@slu.edu
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