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Robert Motherwell, Dance 111 (Red) State 11, 1979
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I would like to thank Nancy Singer, my friend of 23 years for her encour-
agement and guidance. It was Nancy who sparked my passion for col-
lecting. Without her, this collection would not have existed. Nancy was
my mentor, my inspiration, my advisor, and most importantly, my friend.

It was her enthusiasm and love for art that left me “Art Struck.” Nancy
died in 2003. Had she lived, | know she would be very proud of this
exhibit.

continued on page 4

William D. Merwin
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me rwvin: Close is special to me because he only does portraits of family
and friends. | am fascinated by the work of Chuck Close. Today he is so sought after
that you have to get in line to buy one of his drawings. His original works were photo

realism-type works. They’re huge works. You have to view his work at a distance ...
actually step away from it, and then it looks like a photograph of somebody. In 1988
Chuck Close suffered a stroke that left him a quadriplegic. He later regained limited
movement in his upper arms and began painting dots and squares that he called
“little pictures” that he subsequently transposed onto a grid. The very first piece he
did after rehab was a portrait of Roy Lichtenstein.

The Critic Sees, 1967

Jasper Johns

Chuck Close, Self-portrait, 1995

me rvwvin: iveryone wants his work! Johns is probably one of the most
important artists working today. The Critic Sees was inspired by the comments of a

critic who alleged that Johns’ sculpture work was not original, but only copied from
pieces of pre-existing work. As a creative rebuttal to “the critic,” Johns created a
sculpture with these glasses and inside the glasses was the printed word, “mouth.”
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mentioned my idea to my architect, who suggested | contact local art dealer, Nancy
Singer. Nancy’s passion and enthusiasm was contagious. The day | met her, | left

6/6T 'TT 115 (pay) TTT 8dueq |aMIBUIOIN HaGoY

n 1980 | decided to build an addition to my home. | had no

“real” art. | wanted to place a Robert Motherwell piece over my new fireplace
with a Motherwell under my arm and a friendship that | will cherish for the rest of

merwin
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Kiki Smith, Moth, 1996

me rwvvin: Constellations was the first Kiki Smith piece | purchased. The
work is a painting of three women — presumably Kiki and her two sisters. | subse-
quently loaned the piece to the Saint Louis Art Museum, and was invited to a dinner
party to meet Kiki Smith. When | asked her if she was thinking of her sisters when
she created Constellations, she told me that she hadn't thought of that before, but
would take credit for it. Her remark puzzled me. Kiki is a very timid person. It was in-
teresting at the reception at the art museum. Whenever she thought someone might
ask her to speak, she sort of fled the room. She is a very shy person.

When | saw The Moth | was fascinated with it. | bought it as well as two other of
her works. She is different. Personally, | think that right now, Kiki Smith is one of the
up and coming artists.
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me rvvin: Onone side, Lichtenstein uses brush strokes. The other side

is Brancusi's famous head, Sleeping Muse, sculpted around 1910. I've always
regretted that | never bought one of Lichtenstein’s more recognizable comic strip
illustrations where he uses his signature style of Benday dots, lettering and speech

balloons.
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1984

Roy Lichtenstein, Two Paintings Sleeping Muse
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me rvvin: David Hockney is, by far, the most highly publicized British artist
of his generation. Many of Hockney’s lithographs are portraits of his friends. Celia

Birtwell, an English textile designer and close confidant, was his favorite subject.
While standing upright, Hockney painted Celia (in a Polka Dot Skirt) on a lithograph
plate and drew the image with a long-handled brush. Notice the random ink spots
on the left side of the sketch that dot the image.

®

Claes Oldenburg, Profile Air Flow Test Mold Front End (car), 1972

David Hockney, Celia in a Polka Dot Skirt, 1981

me rvvin: Oldenburg took common things and made art out of them. Olden-
burg owned a 1936 Chrysler Airflow, which served as the inspiration for this piece.
Using the car as a model he created a smaller configuration of it to create a plastic
mold. The plastic turned color and, just like the carmakers, he had to recall them.

The back garden of the Saint Louis Art Museum is home to an Oldenburg creation,
Giant Three-Way Plug (Cube Tap).
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